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Missouri Takes Unanimous Action on Union 





lt Works and Is Blessed 


lo ‘Tur Ourcook: 

the following recommendation Was 
adopted at our synod meeting, which 
held at Lindenwood College, St. Charles, Mo., 
in June. This is our fourth union synod 
meeting with the U.S.A. synod. 

This recommendation was presented by 
the Committee on Co-operation with the 
U.S.A. synod and was adopted unanimously. 

Wituiam T. MaciLy, Stated Clerk. 
Farmington, Mo. 


was 


RESOLUTION 


It would be a dereliction of duty were we 
not to call to the attention of synod the fact 
that Louisville Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary is celebrating its 100th anniversary 
this year. This too is an institution in whose 
life both the U.S. and U.S.A. synods partici- 
pate. It stands as concrete proof that union 
will work and that union will be blessed. 
Each year the seminary grows in size and 
influence. Each year it sends out men into 
the ministry of Jesus Christ convinced in 
heart and mind and soul that in Christ there 
is no North or South. Therefore, this com- 
mittee would recommend in connection with 
the Centennial Anniversary of Louisville 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary that we 
record our deep gratitude to God for the way 
in which his divine providence has prospered 
the seminary for the past 100 years; and 
furthermore, point with pride to the seminary 
as a living, concrete proof that union will 
not only work, but is blessed of God; and- 
that notice of this action be forwarded bv 
the stated clerk to the Louisville Presbyterian 
Seminary, THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK, Pres- 


byterian Life and the Christian Observer, as 
well as to our sister synod of the U.S.A. 
Church. 


Recommendation adopted at meeting of 
Synod at Lindenwood College, June 23, 1953. 





@ EDITORS’ NOTE—The Louisville 
Seminary board has taken the following 
unanimous action on the same subject: 


RESOLUTION 


Looking back over 100 years, the Board is 
deeply conscious of the blessings of God 
across these years. Nowhere has his goodness 
been more evident than in the kindly provi- 
dence which brought our two Presbyterian 
Churches together in this cooperative errter- 
prise. We would record it as our conviction 
that neither of the two parent institutions 
could have come to its Centennial without 
the other. Here we have learned that we 
are one. Here we have experienced together 
the grace of God as this institution has pre- 
pared men to serve our common Lord and 
Savior in a divided church. We have come 
to know that actually we are not two, but 
one. 

As we enter our second century, we desire 
to express our ‘gratitude for the experience 
of union which we have had; and to pray 
that in the years to come we may be drawn 
closer and closer to our Divine Redeemer, 
the Head of the Church, and thus closer to 
each other until in God's good providence 
we are one in fact as well as heart. 


Where Do You Get a Copy? 


To THE OUTLOOK: 
Knowing that presbyteries and congrega- 
tions are supposed to be studying the pro- 
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posed Plan of Union, I am anxious that our 
church have something to study—preferably 
a copy of the Plan itself. Where can we get 
such? 

MINISTER 


@ EDITORS’ NOTE-—For a copy of the 
pian in its present form address your requests 
to: 

Dr. E. C. Scott, Stated Clerk, 
701 Henry Grady Building, 
Atlanta 3, Georgia. 

Single copies are 

each. 


free; additional, 25¢ 


Orange Presbytery’s Business 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

I was a member of the Judicial Commis- 
sion of the General Assembly on the Chapel 
Hill, N. C., Case. I agree with Mr. Jackson 
and Mr. Brearley (OuTLook, July 27, Aug. 
10) , but I also would like to say that I have 
lived within the bounds of the Synod of 
North Carolina for eleven years and I was 
associated with the men of Orange Presby- 
tery. I resent the implication and statement 
that Charlie would not have a fair trial be- 
fore these honest and consecrated brethren. 
Sure they haye made mistakes, but these men 
are the backbone of our church and our coun- 
try, and would not be unfair to a guilty per- 
son, much less a not guilty person, and if 
Charlie feels. that he is not guilty, he should 
not be afraid to face trial before such a body 
of men. 

This is a matter for Orange Presbytery 
to handle and since it is their business, they 
should have the opportunity to do as they 
see fit. Synod and General Assembly will 
stand by to see that their work is done in a 
correct manner. 

R. R. RAMseEy. 
Madison Heights, Va. 


THIS WEEK 


These People Join 
Thousands More 
In Saying— 


Let Presbyterians Reunite!* 


(Continved from last issue) 
Mr. & Mrs. Ed Ray 
Lynn Ray 
Johnson City, Tenn. 
Mr. & Mrs. J. P. Duncan 
Crocker, Mo., en route 
to Richmond, Va. 


Mrs. Wm, peg: we 

Mary Rodriguez res 

Mrs. S. W. Sebvin oe 

Monroe, Lo, eee 

>> 
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Add thy Wome |... 6 ded icin eee 
Scoet G Maniber .. os ra eek cee hs 


City, Zone, State 


*A copy of the pamphlet, tet Presbyterians 
Reunite! summarizing the recent editorial 
series, with more than 140 signatures, will be — 
sent free of charge for a stamped, self-od- 
dressed envelope. Or, 25 for 25¢; $1 per 100. 
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1 North 6th St., Richmond 19, Virginia 
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THE MEN AGAINST UNION—Leaders in opposition to Presbyterian reunion are 

shown here at their annual meeting (I. to r.): H. B. Dendy, Weaverville, N. C.; Wm. 

C. Robinson, Decatur, Ga.; Richardson Ayres, Alexandria, La.; John R. Richardson, 

Atlanta, Ga.; Horace Hull, Memphis, Tenn.; L. Nelson Bell,. Montreat, N. C.; 

C. C. Dickinson, Charleston, W. Va.; and Kenneth Keyes, Miami, Fla.—Citizen- 
Times Photo. 


Opponents of Union Make Plans 


Opponents of Presbyterian union, 
in their annual meeting to plan their 
strategy for the coming year, met re- 
cently in Weaverville, N. C., declared 
that the proposed union would “split 
the church,” elected leaders for their 
movement, approved a budget for the 
year’s work amounting to $98,009 and 
raised $35,000 in cash and pledges be- 
fore they left. 

The group which now calls itself 
the Association for the Preservation 
of the Southern Presbyterian Church 
combines the Continuing Church 
group and others in its present frame- 
work. It announced its plan to hold 


Opposition meetings throughout the 
church during the coming year and 


supporters were urged to distribute 
widely the literature which is pro- 
vided. It spoke of a continuing sepa- 
rate organization as “inevitable” in 
the event of union. 

Attendance at the meeting was re- 
ported at about 400. 

Not only was the proposed Presby- 
terian union as now being studied op- 
posed but any union on any basis was 
condemned, as the group said, “We 
go on record as unequivocally op- 
posed to plans designed to organically 
unite our church with other church 
organizations.” 


Organizations and Temporal Things 
§ F 


The ecumenical movement was also 


Reunion opponents see over-emphasis on “organizations and temporal things” and urge “spirituality."—Citizen-Tinves Photo. 


hit in a resolution which said, “The 
ecumenical movement, with its em- 
phasis on organizations and temporal 
things, has been greatly overstressed 
at the expense of the weightier matters 
of the spirit.” Instead, the group said, 
the emphasis should be on “spiritual 
advance.” Then the _ organization 
went ahead to perfect its plans and to 
provide the temporal means of financ- 
ing them. 

Speakers at the meeting included 
Paul D. Hastings, Reidsville, N. C.;. 
W. Arnett Gamble, Charlotte, N. C.; 
Horace Hull, Memphis, Tenn.; 
Charles G. McClure, Charlotte, N. C.; 
W. G. Foster, Alexandria, La. 

Among those present at the meet- 
ing, these were listed: N. B. Ethridge, 
Norfolk, Va.; Kenneth Keyes, Miami, 
Fla.; V. G. Phillips, Tallahassee, Fla.; 
Henry T. Boney, Lake Worth, Fla.; 
Milton C. Scott, Atlanta, Ga.; C. C. 
Dickinson, Charleston, W. Va.; Her- 
man Dustin, Eugene Harris, and Fred 
Parker, Houston, Texas; Theodore P. 
Pilcher, Norfolk, Va.; Thomas Hart 
Taylor, Lutz, Fla.; A. C. Hamilton, 
Dallas, Texas; Col. Willis M. Everett, 
Atlanta. 

Hastings and Hamilton were named 
to the board of directors. 

Plans were made for enlarging the 
group's present radio program over 
an Atlanta station, with John R. Rich- 
ardson and Hugh Dickson given re- 
sponsibility for this. 

A different note was sounded in the 
case of a talk by Carroll R. Stegall of 
Atlanta, who said the church needs to 
re-think the race problem. “These are 
days,” he said, ‘“‘when the world judges 
the church by its attitude toward 
racial discrimination.” 











He told the meeting that “the Cath- 
olic Church is leading the way in 
Christendom in a contest for the al- 
legiance of the Negro, and Commu- 
nism, too, has won followers who see 
a conflict between Christian teachings 
and practices of churchmen on the 
race problem.” 

Mr. Stegall said the conservative 
leadership of the church needs to is- 
sue a statement of policy on the en- 
tire race question. 


Collins Represents John Knox 
The John Knox Press has named a 
sales representative who will offer 
Southern Presbyterian books to the 
trade. He is W. R. Collins of Rapi- 
dan, Va., and formerly with the Mac- 
millan Company of New York. 


Texas Is 41st State 
With Church Council 


Tex. (RNS) —The 
Texas Council of 


Austin, 
formed 


newly 
Churches 


opened offices here on Sept. 1. H. C. 
Kilpatrick has resigned as executive 
secretary of the San Antonio Council 
to serve the new state body in a sim- 
ilar capacity. 

Eleven denominations with church- 
es having an aggregate membership 
of 1,100,000 in Texas are represented 
in the State Council which is headed 
by President M. E. Sadler of Texas 
Christian University, Fort Worth. 

One of the first projects the Texas 
church organization will undertake, 
Mr. Kilpatrick said, is an increased 
program of work among migrants in 
collaboration with the National Coun- 
cil of Churches’ Division of Home 
Missions and the Texas Council of 
Church Women. 

Organization of the Texas Council, 
the 41st such group in the nation, has 
been in process since early in 1951. 
A draft constitution was drawn up in 
Dallas in February, 1952, for submis- 
sion to denominational groups, and 
the Council was formally declared 


established at a meeting in Dallas last 


May 4 of delegates appointed by the 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Answering questions here, as recorded from a radio-telephone panel, are 
I. S. McElroy, South Atlantic secretary ef the American Bible Society, and 
Connolly C. Gamble, of the faculty of Union Seminary in Virginia. 


What Would People Think? 


If a man goes out as a missionary 
in his own home town at his own 
expense what would people think 
of him? 


McE.troy: Well, I think every 
Christian in every town ought to be a 
missionary. What I think the ques- 
tioner means is going out, full *time 
perhaps, starting up some separate 
and independent work. If he is a 
Presbyterian I think his missionary 
work ought to be under the supervi- 
sion of a Session or of Presbytery, and 
I think if a man feels called of God to 
do a particular work he ought to have 
some other Christians whom he can 
bring together and show them the 
need also and in prayer, led by God's 
spirit, they can guide him against the 
blind spots which all of us have, and 
thereby his work will benefit. It a 
man wants to go out and do mission- 
ary work in the City of Richmond, I 
say Godspeed to him. I wish we had 
more of them. I do think he ought to 
be under the supervision of, not a 
Board of Directors necessarily, but a 
group of Christians who can guide 
him and pray with him. The self- 
willed may feel hampered by others, 
but the humble one will be encour- 
aged and upheld by the group. 

Moperator: And then you would 


not care so much about what people 
might think or say. After all, mission- 
aries who have gone out, and many 
of the greatest Christians who have 
made their contributions to what we 
glory in today, have gone against a 
great deal more than the opposition 
of men as is suggested here. 


Why Don’t Some Believe? 


Why don’t some people believe in 
Jesus Christ as the Savior? 


GAMBLE: Undoubtedly some people 
face intellectual difficulties before they 
can believe in Jesus Christ as Savior, 
and surely there is real reason for 
their difficulties. It is not casy to 
believe that God loves us as he does. 
Our minds can scarcely take in the 
tremendous assertion that God has 
gone all the way and paid the price 
in order to save us. Yet the fact that 
our minds have difficulty in compre- 
hending such love doesn’t disprove 
the truth at all. A second difficulty 
in believing in Jesus as the Savior is 
moral. It makes a great deal of dif- 
ference when a man accepts Jesus as 
his Savior. His decision cuts all the 
way through his life. Many people 
are afraid to face up to the reality of 
Christ as Savior because of the de- 
mands that such recognition will make 
on their conduct and character. 


new Council’s constituent church 


groups. 


Kefauver Asks Probe 
Of Laymen’s Group 


Washington, D. C. (RNS)—A de- 
mand that the tax-exempt status of 
the American Council of Christian 
Laymen, a fundamentalist group, be 
investigated on the ground that it is 
engaged in lobbying activity for pri- 
vate electric power companies has 
been made here by Sen. Estes Kefau- 
vec (D., Tenn.) . 

In a letter to Commissioner of In- 
ternal Revenue T. Coleman Andrews, 


- Sen. Kefauver questioned whether the 


group is entitled to exemption from 
Federal taxes as a religious organiza- 
tion. 

The laymen’s council was formed 
in Madison, Wis., in 1949. Like the 
American Council of Christian 
Churches, another fundamentalist or- 
ganization with whom the group says 
it maintains a “friendly relationship,” 
the laymen’s council opposes the Na- 
tional Council of Churches. 

Leader of the group is Verne P. 
Kaub, a member of First Congrega- 
tional church of Madison and a re- 
tired publicist for the Wisconsin 
Power and Light Company. 

Sen. Kefauver submitted evidence 
of alleged lobbying activity directed 
against the Tennessee Valley Author- 
ity by Mr. Kaub in letters written on 
the Council's letterhead. 

“It is interesting, in passing,” said 
the Senator, “that I have checked into 
Mr. Kaub’s background and have dis- 
covered from reliable sources that he 
was public relations assistant for the 
Wisconsin Power and Light Company 
for approximately 14 years, ending 


this association just before organizing: 


the American 
eLaymen.” 

The Senator also submitted as evi- 
dence of the organization’s lobbying 
activity a copy of its newspaper “Chal- 
lenge” and a booklet entitled “Follies, 
Fallacies, and Falsehoods of the Ten- 
nessee Valley Authority” by Mr. Kaub, 
carrying the seal of the Council. 

At the same time, Sen. Kefauver 
sent a letter to Rep. B. Carroll Reece 
(R., Tenn.) , chairman of the newly- 
appointed Congressional investigating 
committee that will examine the ac- 
tivities of tax-exempt groups, calling 
attention to the same evidence of 
lobbying by the laymen’s council. 

Sen. Kefauver said the new House 
committee has been set up especially 
to investigate attempts by tax-exempt 
groups to influence legislation and 
that this seemed to be a clear example 
of such efforts. 


Council of Christian 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 





Sc 
cons 
Chu 
is ¢ 
ceiv 
Ren 
solv 
pub 
B. | 
tern 
fori 
Eur 

A 
nail 
Mis 

(Ke 
gen 
Spr 
Ka 
Bru 
late 
the 
No 
of 
ste 

q 
an 

| 
you 
hik 
eth 

Wi 
nel 
Ba 
“Fi 

| 
tak 
the 
the 
otl 
to 

Bi 

wi 
is | 
an 


lie 
or 
for 
Cl 
sw 


a 


sa 
m 
T 
ga 
W 
CO 
in 


SE 





urch 


2e 
> 
\ de- 


us of 
istian 
p, be 
it is 
r pri- 
} has 
.efau- 


of In- 
lrews, 
ar the 

from 
aniza- 


med 
e the 
istian 
ist or- 
D Says 
ship,” 
e Na- 


ne P. 
prega- 

a re- 
‘onsin 


dence 
rected 
uthor- 
en on 


” said 
d into 
ye dis- 
iat he 
or the 
npany 
nding 
nizing 
‘istian 


iS eVi- 
bbying 
‘Chal- 
ollies, 
- Ten- 
Kaub, 
F 

fauver 
Reece 
1ewly- 
yating 
ne ac- 
alling 
ce of 
“il. 

House 
cially 
cempt 
1 and 
ample 


TLOOK 





@ Whether you can agree or not, here is what some 
world leaders in the church say on a difficult subject 


Some Reformed and Lutheran Opinions on 
~ Race and the Scriptures 


South Africa (EPS) —A remarkable 
consensus on the attitude of the 
Churches towards the racial problem 
is demonstrated by the answers re- 
ceived to a questionnaire sent out by 
Ren J. Marais, author of Color—Un- 
solved Problem of the West, recently 
published in Cape Town by Howard 
B. Jimmins. Queries went to an in- 
ternational group of well-known Re- 
formed and Lutheran theologians in 
Europe and America. 

Among those receiving the question- 
naire were J. Blauw (Netherlands 
Missionary Council), H. Berkhof 
(Kerk en Wereld Institute, Drieber- 
gen), and Prof. Berkelbach van der 
Sprenkel (Utrecht) , of Holland; Prof. 
Karl Barth (Basle) and Prof. Emil 
Brunner (Zurich) , of Switzerland; the 
late Samuel Zwemer (Princeton) of 
the United States; Prof. N. Dahl of 
Norway; Prof. Vischer (Montpellier) 
of France, and the late Karl Harten- 
stein of Germany. 

These are some of the questions 
and the answers received: 

(1) “Does the Bible, according to 
your view, prescribe, permit or pro- 
hibit a ‘volkskerk’ (in the sense of an 
ethnical church)?” G. Brillenburg 
Wurth (Holland), Prof. Emil Brun- 
ner, Prof. S. Zwemer and Prof. Karl 
Barth all consider that the answer is: 
“Prohibit.” 

Prof. Vischer writes: “If the church 
takes a somewhat different form in 
the different nations, according to 
their varying languages, customs and 
other special characteristics, that is not 
to say that this is forbidden by the 
Bible. But the Bible permits it only 
where the national or regional church 
is open to all Christians of other types 
and origins.” 

(2) To the question, “Do you be- 
lieve that the Bible gives justification 
or leaves scope for a policy. of en- 
forced racial segregation within the 
Christian Church?” the general an- 
swer is “No.” Prof. Berkof adds: 
“That is a sin.” 

Prof. Berkelbach v. d. Sprenkel 
says: “The Bible gives a clear judg- 
ment against racial segregation. 
The ‘white church’ or ‘white congre- 
gation’ praying, ‘Come, Lord Jesus,’ 
will remember that Jesus himself was 
colored, and did not change his skin 
in the ascension, so far as I know.” 

(3) On the question, “A policy of 
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entorced racial segregation within the 
Christian Church can be justified on 
the ground that God willed separate 
races and nations ... and therefore 
racial segregation (even within the 
Christian Church) , so as to keep races 
imtact, is not only permissible but a 
Christian duty. Do you agree to this 
statement?” Prot. Barth replies: ‘No! 
Nazi-Theology!” and Prof. Brunner 
shows that “the question of race is a 
modern concept not to be found in 
Scripture.” 


ama: 


VAN DER SPRENKEL—VJesus himself. . . 


* 


THE BRUNNERS—Here Dr. and Mrs. Brunner see a doctor examine the eyes of an 
Indian girl in Vellore. Dr. Brunner —_ (see above), “The question of race is a 


modern concept, not foun 





Dr. Bavinck says: “No, I don’t agree 
to this statement, although I feel that 
the Bible does not teach us to anni- 
hilate the differences between the races 
and nations. “They shall bring the 


glory and honor of the nations into 
the city of God’ (Rev. 21:26). 
is one city, and one church.” 

Prot. Dahl does not agree either. 


But it 





ee \ 


BARTH—Segregation: Nazi Theology! 





in the Scripture." (RNS Photos) 











“The statement implies a denial of 
the very essence of the church,” he 
writes, “which does not belong to this 
present age (zon), but to the new 
creation, inaugurated by the resurrec- 
tion of Christ, whose body the church 
is. The question, how far this should 
affect the attitude of the Christian to 
the existing differences ‘in his civil 
life, is more complicated and does not 
need an answer here.” 

(4) “All racial mixture is against 
the will and ordinance of God. Do 
you subscribe to this view? To this 
question Brillenburg Wurth replies: 
“This goes too far, in my opinion. 
God has ordained all things so that 
there is place for equality and inequal- 
ity.” 

Prof. Leenhardt 


Franz (Geneva) 


writes: “Racial mixture could only 
run counter to the will of God in so 
far as it entailed consequences injuri- 
ous to physical and psychical health 
which were confirmed by honest and 
knowledgeable observers (as with in- 
dividuals of the same race, e.g., the 


” 


problem of consanguinity) 

The late Karl Hartenstein (Ger- 
many), in a statement combining the 
various questions, wrote: “There is no 
Christian possibility of a policy of 
enforced racial segregation within the 
Christian Church. . . . But in Christ 
all are one and we ought never to try 
to construct different churches, spe- 
cially not in the same territory. This 
is our most important experience dur- 
ing the third Reich—and in our Ger- 
man mission—history. Where we tried 


to do it we failed, more we became 
guilty. ... 

“We have to stand on the fact that 
there is no difference between races 
in the face of Christ... . On the one 
side there is only one told. of Christ, 
one kingdom of God, one shepherd 
and one king. That shows the deepest 
meaning of the unity of the church. ... 
But the using of the terms of history 
shows that God himself valuates also 
the differences among the ‘ethnae’ not 
with an absolute but with an out- 
spoken relative stress. The last words 
which St. John uses for our problem 
are very clear and helpful ‘and the 
nations shall walk in the light of it 

and they shall bring the glory 
and honor of the nations into it’— 
the holy Jerusalem of the future.” 


FORMULA OR SPIRIT? 


Ax AMUSING~—and enlightening— 
story of some thirty years ago pictures 
rather clearly the main cause of re- 
peated divisions and reunions of Pres- 
byterians, and similar changes in other 
ecclesiastical families. 

If human beings were just so many 
lumps of clay, to be shaped and re- 
shaped by pressure from without, 
there would be no resistance to 
change. But, on the other hand, 
neither could there be any “heart's 
desire” to remould what is into some- 
thing better. Even Omar Khayyam, 
ancient Persian poet, saw clearly that 
man is a spiritual being, capable of 
conspiring with “Love” to “grasp the 
sorry Scheme of Things entire” and 
“remould it to the heart’s desire.” 

That, of course, is just what we 
Christians are called to do. Jesus 
came to found a kingdom, but a king- 
dom which is “not of this world.” It 
is a spiritual kingdom, which means 
the rule of the Spirit of God in the 
hearts of men, not just conformity to 
any formulas of man‘s making, such as 
the creeds of the churches, a creed be- 
ing defined as a “formal statement of 
doctrine.” It is quite proper, of 
course, for churches, as local congrega- 
tions or as denominations, thus to 
formulate their belief; but to put con- 
formity to mere beliefs above the de- 
velopment and manifestation of that 
spiritual life which is possible for men 
is contrary to all Scripture, Old Testa- 
ment as well as New. 


Jesus and the Prophets 
Jesus said, “I came that they may 


* Dr. Clarke, of Nashville, Tenn., is one of 
the revered men of the Presbyterian Church, 
USA. Once of the Cumberland Church, he 
was long the editor of the Presbyterian Ad- 
vance. 
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By JAMES E. CLARKE* 

have life, and may have it abun- 
dantly.” That was also the teaching 
of the prophets, as is clear from such 
passages as Ezekiel 18:31; Amos 5:24, 
Micah 6:8, Isaiah 55-59 and many 
others. As put in the Ezekiel passage, 
clearest in the Revised Standard Ver- 
sion, God’s call of old was: “Cast away 
from you all the transgressions which 
you have committed against me, and 
get yourselves a new heart and a new 
spirit. Why will you die, O House of 
Israel? For I have no pleasure in the 
death of anyone, says the Lord God; 
so turn, and live.” Jesus began his 
public ministry by making his own 
words of Isaiah 61:1, “The Spirit of 
the Lord is upon me” and Paul wrote 
“If any man hath not the Spirit of 
Christ he is none of his.” 

In the light of such Scripture, we 
must emphasize the Spirit of Christ 
in the heart—not some mere belief of 
the head. The supreme need is not 
oneness in creed but oneness 1n heart, 
for “out of it are the issues of life.” 

The amusing story mentioned at 
the beginning of this article appeared 
at the time when the Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S.A. was in the midst 
of a controversy arising from the 
movement to adopt the ‘Declaratory 
Statement” which now makes plain 
the belief that Chapter III of the Con- 
fession of Faith does not mean that 
God arbitrarily predestined some men 
to eternal life and others to eternal 
death, but that “God desires not the 
death of any sinner but has provided 
in Christ a salvation sufficient for all, 
adapted to all, and freely offered in 
the gospel to all.” 


Formulas Were Charged 


During that controversy, in June 


1922, a large meeting of those then 
called ‘““Fundamentalists” was held at 
Indianapolis in connection with a 
Baptist convention. At the Funda- 
mentalist meeting, an address was de- 
livered by Mr. E. C. Miller, a lay dele- 
gate to the convention and undoubt- 
edly an earnest Christian man. He 
explained that he was manager of a 
corporation which operated smelting 
plants which produced alloys, and 
that the workmen in those plants were 
obliged to follow certain formulas 
and follow them exactly. He added 
that such formulas were the result of 
“cumulative experience” but he did 
not refer to the fact that such formulas 
have had to be changed repeatedly in 
order to produce better alloys at less 
cost. 

However, he referred to the for- 
mulas for alloys merely as an illustra- 
tion, and went on to say that our Lord 
gave his disciples formulas to be fol- 
lowed exactly, and proceeded to state 
the formula for a man’s salvation as 
including repentance, faith and bap- 
tism. By “baptism” he certainly meant 
immersion, for in the next paragraph 
he added that a New Testament 
church cannot be made out of those 
“who are sprinkled instead of being 
baptised.” 

The address so pleased the group of 
Fundamentalists — from several de- 
nominations—that it was published in 
The Baptist Advance. The amusing 
part is this: In December that same 
address was republished in The Pres- 
byterian of Philadelphia, but that 
paper omitted the whole section about 
immersion being essential, replacing 
it by three stars! 

That’s the trouble with formulas. 
Some Presbyterians were certainly 
“Fundamentalists” but a Presbyterian 
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EDITORIAL 


Bandwagon Ethics 


Many interpreters of the Kinsey 
studies on sexual behavior in the hu- 
man female, as in the case of the earl- 
ier volume on the male, appear to be 
trying to stress anything that makes 
it seem that nearly everybody is guilty 
of violating our traditional standards 
of sex conduct. 

From the sample studies of both 
men and women who were willing 
to talk about their sex relations and 
experiences for the records it appears 
that from the number interviewed, 
certainly, a large majority is guilty of 
a violation of these standards—and, 
as we put it, more seriously, of the 
laws of God. 

But if it could be proved that all 
are guilty it would not thereby be 
made “right” because of a common 
violation. All men are sinners, all 
fall short, but sin is still sin and hein- 
ous in the sight of God, and the stand- 
ards of personal and marital purity 
are not thereby revoked. 





Time magazine points to the pos- 


sible adverse effect of the studies in 
this way: 

“Kinsey's work expresses and strengthens 
an attitude that can be dangerous: the idea 
that there is morality in numbers.” 

“Kinsey argues that right and wrong are 
not his business; he is simply a scientific re- 
porter who is trying to find out what goes 
on. But he carries to great lengths the syl- 
logism that (1) man is an animal); (2) some 
animals do all the things that are condemned 
in modern society as abnormal or perverted; 
(3) since animals are natural, this behavior 
is natural. To Kinsey, anything is ‘biologi- 
cally normal’ that a lot of people—or animals 
—do.” 

At this stage, the Christian gospel 
has a great deal to say—about what 
man really is and what God means 
him to become, and it is on a level 
considerably higher than the animal, 


or his “fallen” nature, and it is far 
removed from doing what comes 
naturally. 


Even if the Kinsey figures could be 
proved true for more than the “5,940 
white females” studied we would still 
have to deal with something inside a 
person which. tells him that he is more 
than an animal; that he is, or is meant 
to be, a child of God. 


GUEST EDITORS 


Disappearing Protestant 
Ministry? 

In Canada there are more than 
twice as many young men training for 
the priesthood of the Roman Catholic 
Church as there are students for the 
ministry in all the Protestant semi- 
naries in the country. 1,975 to 776 to 
be exact for a country which is 43.3 
per cent Roman Catholic. (It seems 
significant that at the same time there 
were over 10,000 students of engineer- 
ing and nearly five thousand medical 
students.) 

The shortage of ministers is a prob- 
lem which has been plaguing the 
churches of the world for quite a 
while. In Canada, it is so serious that 
many Protestant congregations have 
been left for years now without or- 
dained leadership. In Newfoundland 
for example where there are nearly 
90,000 members and adherents of the 
United Church, over half the charges 
have only lay ministers. Lay ministers 
do a good job but there are many 
things they are unable to do. 

—A. C. Forrest, Port Credit, On- 
tario, in BriTisH WEEKLY. 





* * * 


MANY a match game has been lost 
by teams of experts, starts and prima 
donnas because they had no concep- 
tion of team play.—Jos. R Sizoo. 





Formula or Spirit? 
(Continued from page 7) 


ferred customs, we do little more than 
help prove the truth of the words just 
quoted—“‘that which is born of the 
flesh is flesh.” It is all too easy to prove 
at the same time that “if ahy man 
have not the Spirit of Christ he is 
none ol his” and that we have not 
“put off the old nature with its prac- 
tices” to “put on the new nature” in 
which “there cannot be Greek and 


Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, 


barbarian, Scythian, slave, free man, 
but Christ is all and all’ (Col. 3:10- 
11). 

During that controversy relerred to 
above, in his 56th year, this writer 
faced as never before the issue of for- 
mula versus Spirit, creed versus Christ, 
and sought to express his conviction 
tersely in verses entitled “Christian- 
ity.” After thirty more years those 
convictions have deepened: 


It isn’t some dream of the dead, my son, 

Men have cherished in music and art; 

It's a life that is glowing and growing, 
my Son, 

It's the Spirit of Christ in the heart. 

It isn’t tradition of old, my son, 

Set in systems to hold and impart; 

It isn’t the creeds of the churches, my 
son; 

It's the Spirit of Christ in the heart. 

It isn’t the garb of the saint, my son, 

lo be flaunted in forum or mart; 

It isn’t the label you're wearing, my 
SOn; 

It's the Spirit of Christ in the heart. 

It isn’t the ways of the world, my son, 

But the power those ways to depari; 

It is Heaven's own way of salvation, my 
son; 

It's the Spirit of Christ in the heart. 


Adaptation: Rural vs. Urban 


The church can die, too, leaving 
God, Who is a Realist, to discard the 
corpse and find new vessels into which 
to pour the wine of his eternal gospel. 
The cost of life is adaptation to the 
environment of today: not that we 
shall compromise concerning the gos- 
pel, but that we reorder our arrange- 
ments for action as the Body of Christ. 
A church whose organization is pri- 
marily to meet rural conditions is an 
anachronism in a community whose 
populations are lapsing wholesale into 


urban settlements—let us face the 
facts. We shall die . this Presby- 
terian Church in Ireland .. . if: we 


fail to adapt ourselves to the real 
world into which we have been 
hustled by two world wars. Church 
extension is an urgent and inescapa- 
ble part of that adaptation.—Principal 
J. E. Davey, Belfast Presbyterian Col- 
lege and Moderator of the Presby- 
terian General Assembly of Ireland. 
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@ No. 9 in a series on Foreordination and freedom 


SOLUTIONS THAT DO NOT SOLVE 


(a) Selective Foreordination 


By KENNETH 


Anwionc the. valiant efforts to solve 
the difficulties caused by believing in 
foreordination and freedom at the 
same time, we need not include such 
solutions as deny outright either of 
these truths. To deny either foreor- 
dination or freedom absolutely, is not 
to solve the problem but to dodge it. 
Among the more respectable efforts at 
solution three may be named. 

The first we may call “selective fore- 
ordination.” The proposition is that 
God foreordains some events and not 
others; that in what he ordains there 
is no freedom, and cannot be; but that 
in what he does not ordain there is 
room for freedom. There are three 
forms which this general theory takes. 

(1) Let it be supposed that God 
foreordains (renders certain) end- 
events, but leaves intermediate events 
free. God's relation to us might be 
that of a master in chess playing 
against a raw beginner. In chess there 
is a stunt known as the marked pawn, 
in which the superior player, who 
could of course beat the green one 
anyway, handicaps himself and makes 
the game more interesting by slipping 
a little paper collar over one of his 
pawas (the feeblest of all the chess- 
men), and undertakes to checkmate 
his opponent’s king with that pawn 
and no other. This is a difficult trick, 
virtually impossible if the two players 
are more evenly matched. But the ex- 
pert can beat the dub with the marked 
pawn every time. Now in such a 
game, the skilled player does not dic- 
tate his opponent’s moves. ‘The poor 
beginner has all the freedom he can 
use; he can move as he pleases. But 
he will be checkmated all the’same. 

Is God, perhaps, the master player 
who permits us to move as we like 
but ocloadeen us in the end? It is 
a suggestive idea; but there are some 
things wrong with it. One is that the 
God we believe in is not playing 
against us; he does not want us to lose 
but to win. Another objection is that 
in any case, this outcome is never 
absolutely sure. The expert might 
play rings around the beginner for 
nineteen games, and in the twentieth 
the dub might surprise him by elud- 
ing that particular checkmate. This 
will not do, as applied to God. If he 
is going to effect, infallibly, the end- 
result, he cannot afford to leave even 
the slightest uncertainty between now 
and then. 

(2) It may be supposed, again, that 
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God foreordains great events and 
leaves small ones free. He may fore- 
ordain the rise and fall of empires 
but not the buzzing of flies. This saves 
God's dignity, but it does not solve 
the problem, for all great events de- 
pend on innumerable small ones. 

Take the old saying, “For want of 
a nail the shoe was lost; for want of 
a shoe the horse was lost; for want 
of a horse the rider was lost; for want 
of the rider the message was lost; for 
want of the message the battle was 
lost; for want of the battle the king- 
dom was lost; and all for the want of 
a horseshoe nail.” 

Yes, but why was the nail lost? 
Everything has some cause. This nail 
may have been lost because the black- 
smith did not drive it in tightly. Why 
‘not? Because the horse switched his 
tail into his eye just at that moment. 
Why did the horse switch its tail? 
Because a fly alighted on its back. 
Why did the fly alight there just then? 

You see, if God foreordains that a 
kingdom shall be lost, he also has to 
make it absolutely sure that a certain 


fly shall be at a given place at a given . 


time, and what can be smaller or of 
“less consequence” than a fly? (Not 
to mention that fly’s ancestors!) It is 
hard to see how we can believe that 
God can foreordain the great events 
of history and not the tiny events as 
well. 

(3) There is a third possibility, 
which is even suggested in the “Brief 
Statement” printed with our church’s 
Confession of Faith. After saying that 
God's electing grace has “peopled 
heaven with a multitude no man can 
number,” the statement goes on to 
say, “but has never sent one soul to 
hell.” This suggests that God fore- 
ordains good events but not (all) 
bad ones. This idea is suggested also 
in the oldest stratum of the Confession 
where it is said (chap. III) that God 
foreordains all things BUT “is not the 
author of sin.” Relatively few Chris- 
tian thinkers have been bold enough 
to say that God foreordains sin, i.e., 
renders its occurrence certain. 

Now it is certainly an attractive 
idea, and one that reflects credit on 
those who hold it, that all good comes 
from God, decreed and assured by his 
almighty power; that evil, on the 
other hand, where it is actual moral 
evil—violation of or rebellion against 
God’s holy will—that such evil is not 
to be laid at God's door, but is the 


result of man’s misuse of freedom, 
strictly and only man’s own fault. 


Tere are some strong objections 
to this view too, however. For one 
thing, it gives God the credit for all 
man’s good acts, but lays on man the 
blame for all his bad acts. It implies 
that when doing God's will, man is not 
free, since by hypothesis it is God 
that works the good in him; it is only 
when he is opposing God that he is 
free. To give freedom away thus to 
the enemies of God while withholding 
it from his friends, is a bit too gen- 
erous. 

A more serious objection will occur 
to one who reflects on chains of cause- 
and-effect that include some good and 
some (morally) evil events and/or 
actions. Where is the good event that 
does not have a bad one somewhere 
back of it? The extreme example 
known to Christians is the fact that 
in the listed ancestors of Jesus are the 
names of Judah, Tamar and Perez. 
Readers of the Old Testament will 
recall those names in an ugly story of 
adultery and incest. To put it bluntly, 
the sin-born child, Perez, was one of 
the causes of the birth of Jesus. There 
are other sins betokened by the names 
in that genealogy, but that is the 
worst. Now Tennyson said, 

“Yet we trust that somehow good 
Shall be the final goal of ill”; 
and this is often true. It was true in 
this case. But if God foreordains the 
good, and the evil is a link of the 
chain leading to it, how can. we say 
that he foreordains only the good and 

not the evil? 


So, while all these varieties of selec- 
tive foreordination are attractive and 
are held by some thoughtful Chris- 
tians, they will not stand logical ex- 
amination. They do not explain the 
mystery, and one who accepts this 
solution in any of its forms must do 
so with his heart and not with his 
head. 
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CHURCH NEWS 


Conference Center 
Gets New Support 


Oklahoma News Letter 


Although there has been a good bit 
of discussion of the advisability of the 
synod’s maintenance of a conterence 
center, plans for the improvement and 
development of the property on Lake 
Texhoma, just west of Durant, were 
approved at the recent meeting of the 
Synod of Oklahoma. These plans call 
for the addition of several buildings 
for year around use. The synod meet- 
ing, held in mid-summer because ol 
the coming change in the church year, 
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was in the Beal Heights church in 
Lawton. Ruling Elder Marshall 
Huser, an attorney of Wewoka, was 
moderator. In fact, since a layman, 
Reid V. Robinson is synod’s stated 
clerk, the ministers are more and more 
in the background. Synod is to meet 
from now on on the first Tuesday 
after July 4—next year at Central 
church, Oklahoma City on July 6. 


Protestant Indian Center 
Sponsored by Council 


A Protestant Indian center in Okla- 
homa City is the goal of a special 
committee appointed by the Prot- 
estant Indian Council of the state. 
President Francis J. Thompson ol 
Bacone College who is also a member 
of the council is heading a drive to 
raise funds and secure a place where 
the center can be established. Mr. 
and Mrs. Philip Frazier will serve as 
directors of the project as soon as it 
can begin. One-third of the Indian 
population in the U. S. A. lives in 
Oklahoma and many of them are con- 
stantly moving into Oklahoma City. 
Indian leaders in the churches agree 
that there is a great need for some 
facility where Indians can go for help, 
recreation and fellowship. Governor 
Johnston Murray heads an advisory 
board for this project. 
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Church College Will 
Admit Negro Student 


Although the state university and 
other state colleges have had Negro 
graduate students for several years, 
Tulsa University, a Presbyterian in- 
stitution, will enroll its first Negro 


student this fall. It will be the first 
private college in the state to admit a 
Negro. 


Attack Made on 
Sales of Beer 


Beer drinkers in the state feel that 
the prolonged drought is about to 
reach them. Although nothing strong- 
er than beer is allowed in the state, 
the United Drys are trying to provide 
for counties to vote it out through 
local option. 
fort seeks to curb the sale of beer on 
Sundays but whether or not a mu- 
nicipality can do this is being tested 
through an appeal to the State Su- 
preme Court. 


Toll Road Success 
Poses New Problem 


The Turner Turnpike, between 
Oklahoma City and Tulsa, was com- 
pleted as a toll road last spring. Now 
the question before Oklahomans is 
whether to extend other connecting 
toll roads across the state, linking the 
existing one with possible like roads 
in Kansas and Texas, or to build new 
roads with state tax money as hereto- 
fore. The Turnpike is a financial 
success and income is running far 
ahead of anticipations. Half of the 
trafic on the toll road has been by 
out-of-state cars. 


Care of Mentally III 
Is Being Investigated 


Better care for the mentally ill was 
sharply focused as a need during the 
recent meeting of the state legislature. 
The State Board has since launched 
an extensive investigation in every in- 
stitution with such discoveries as 
these: One man has spent 57 years in 
a mental hospital, committed, accord- 
ing to the scanty records, for some 
disorder similar to epilepsy; other 
patients were found to have been com- 
mitted illegally and these have since 
been released: 


Presbyterian Heads 
Council of Churches 


Douglas V. Magers, executive of the 
Presbyterian, USA, synod, was recently 
named president of the state council 
of churches. 

WALTER A. BENNETT. 
Oklahoma City. 
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CHURCH CALENDAR 


Special days and seasons designated by the General Assembly 


1953 
Sept. 27 Rally Day and Church Loyalty 
Sunday 
Oct. 4 World-Wide Communion Sunday 


Oct. 18 Laymen’s Sunday 

Oct. 18 Self-Denial Offering for Church Ex- 
tension 

Nov. | Reformation Sunday 

Nov. 8 Every Member Canvass Day 

Nov. 8 Assembly’s Youth Day 

Dec. 6-12 Church Paper Week 

Dec. 13. Universal Bible Sunday 

Dec. 20 Joy Gift for Ministerial Relief 

Dec. 25 Christmas Day 

Dec. 27 Christian Student Sunday (Life 

Dedication) ; 


1954 


Jan. 24-30 Presbyterian Survey Week 

* Jan. 24 Assembly’s Youth Sunday 

*Feb. 14 Race Relations Sunday 

*Feb. 21 Day of Prayer for Students Around 
the World 

Feb.-March 7 Week of Prayer and 
Denial for World Missions 

* March 5 World Day of Prayer 

Mar. 28-Apr. 18 Season for Simultaneous 
Revivals throughout the General Assembly 

Apr. 18 Easter Sunday, Offering for Over- 
seas Relief and Inter-Church Aid 

Apr. 25 Assembly’s Training School Day 

*Apr. 25 National Christian College Sun- 
day (Day of Prayer for Schools and Col- 
leges) ; 

* May 2-9 Christian Family Week 

* May 16 Rural Life Sunday 

May 23 Day of Prayer for the General As- 
sembly 

May 30 

June 6 


Sept. 26-Oct. 2 Rally 
Education Week 

*Oct. 3 World-Wide Communion Sunday 

* Oct. 17 Laymen’s Sunday 

Oct. 17-24 Week of Prayer and Self-Denial 
for Church Extension 

* Oct. 31 Reformation Sunday 

Nov. 14 Every Member Canvass Day 

Nov. 25 Homes 

* Nov. 26-Dec. 25 World-Wide Bible Read- 
ing Emphasis 

Dec. 5-11 Church Paper Week 

* Dec. 12. Universal Bible Sunday 

Dec. 19 Joy Gift for Ministerial Relief 

Dec. 25 Christmas Day s 


Self- 


Montreat Sunday 
Pentecost Sunday 


Day and Religious 


PULPIT-CHOIR 


CONFIRMATION 
BAPTISMAL 3 
DOCTORS 
MASTERS 
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Dec. 26 Christian Student 


Dedication) 


Sunday (Life 





* Interdenominational days. 
Monthly and Seasonal Emphases 
1953 


September 15-October 18. .Church Extension 


October 19-November 15 Stewardship 
November 16-30 Homes 
December .. Annuities and Relief 


1954 


January General Council and Women’s Work 


February World Missions 
March Evangelism 
April . Evangelism 
May Christian Education 
July Christian Citizenship 
August reas Evangelism 
September . Religious Education 
October ..Church Extension 








MITCHELL COLLEGE 


STATESVILLE, North Carolina 
A Presbyterian Junior College. Founded 
1856. Co-educational. Distinctive in Chris- 
tian ideals. Accredited. Liberal arts, music, 
pro-scomeienn. Church sec’l, business. 
rmitories for women. Liberal scholar- 
ships. Rate . Write for catalog P. 
JOHN MONTGOMERY, President 








shat 


n the responsibil 
@ \ 


ity fo, fami} 
y 


November 
Stewardship and the Every Member Canvass 
Deeember Annuities and Relief 





ROAD IMPROVEMENT 


C. Ellis Nelson of the Austin Seminary 
faculty recently won a $500 prize for the best 
essay entered in a General Motors contest on 
road improvement. Mr. Nelson has been 
taking graduate work during the past year 
at Columbia University and Union Seminary, 
N. Y. 


MARRIED 


Donald W. Shriver, Jr., of Norfolk, Va., 
student at Union Seminary in Virginia and 
president of the: United Christian Youth 
Movement, and Peggy Ann Leu, daughter of 
Professor and Mrs. George Chester Leu of 
Central College, Pella, lowa, were married 
in Pella on August 9. 


GOWNS 


*Pulpit and Choir- 
Headquarters for 
RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES 


Church Furniture . Steles 

Embroideries - Vestments 
we Hengings - Communion 

Sets . Alter Brass Geods 
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(Additional resource materials )—Bis- 
LIOGRAPHY—INDEX. 


by Edward W. and Anna Laura GEBHARD 


GUIDEPOSTS to CREATIVE 
FAMILY WORSHIP 


Here are tested, creative methods by which any family can experience the 
rich satisfactions of happier Christian living. These readable chapters point the 
way to rewarding use of the spiritual resources of every home and family—the 
Bible, hymnal, prayers, pictures, table talk, hobbies, and holiday celebrations. 

For parents, church-school teachers, and pastors, here are valuable insights 
and concrete suggestions for meeting the spiritual needs of families everywhere. 
The Contents: Roots or Famity Reticion—Growinc Towarp Gop— 
Grace BerorE Meat—Tatk AROUND THE TABLE—THY Worp Is Our | 


Cligious growth 








LamMp—THE HyMNBOOK IN THE HoME— 
| WorsHiPInc ALONE—HARNESSING OuR 
Hossies FoR WorsHiP—FamMILy FEstI- 
| vats—At HALLowep T 1M ES—YOUR 
Cuurcu Is Your PARTNER—APPENDIX 








also by Anna Laura Gebhard 





ParsonacE Doorway—$1.75 
Rurat Pariso!—$1.50 


At your bookstore 
ABINGDON-COKESBURY PRESS 


Publishers of 
THE INTERPRETERS BIBLE 

















NATIONAL VESPERS 


Louis H. Evans, Presbyterian, USA, min- 
ister-at-large, will broadcast on ABC's Na- 
tional Vespers each Sunday during Septem 
ber, with music provided by the Hollywood 
church's choir (where he was formerly pas 
tor). Time is 1:35 p.m. EST. (Consult local 
‘papers.) ‘Topics are: Prayer for Others and 
Prayer for Ourselves. 


FOLDING 
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Right and 
Wrong Ways 
to Use 
the Bible 


By J. CARTER SWAIM. Es- 
pecially important in this day 
when a great new version makes 
it easier to read the Bible, this 
practical book shows how to 
avoid common pitfalls in the use 
@ the Bible. It tells why we 
should search for the spirit of 
the Scriptures, and how Jesus 
Christ is the only infallible gauge 
lor finding their true meaning. 
Religious Book Club Selection, 
$2.50 


@ No. 54 in a series on Congregational Singing 


THE CENTRAL SPRING OF HYMNODY 


By JAMES R. SYDNOR 


SEVERAL months ago we asked 
the question: “Who is responsible lor 
developing congregational singing?” 

In that article we mentioned four 
responsible groups: leaders of wor- 
ship, hymn players, choirs, and mem- 
bers of the congregation. During the 
ensuing months we have used con- 
siderable space in outlining in some 
detail the practical steps to be taken 
by the first three groups. 

Now we come to the problem of 
educating the man in the pew to sing 
with spirit and understanding. How 
can a congregation be taught to sing 
spontaneously and joyfully? 

In discussing the layman and his 
hymn-singing, I shall deal first with 
his private study and contemplation 
of hymn-texts. Next, I shall consider 
the family’s influence on an individ- 
ual’s hymnody. Then, in widening 
circles, I shall discuss the individual 
as he receives the impress of church 
school music, the music of the formal 
Sunday worship, and, beyond the 













A Pattern 
for Life: 


AN EXPOSITION OF THE 
SERMON ON THE MOUNT 


By ARCHIBALD M. HUNTER. 
The Sermon on the Mount ex- 
plained as Jesus’ design for liv- 
ing in the Kingdom of God. 
“There should be great rejoicing 
in circles of New Testament study 
that now in brief compass the 
Sermon on the Mount has been 
interpreted in such strong and 
readable form.” 
—Paul Ewing Davies. 
Religious Book Club Selection, 
$2.00 


local situation, the hymn-singing of 
church conferences and conventions. 

Now, the individual's private use 
of hymns. Dr. Louis Benson in The 
Hymnody of the Christian Church 
says, “It is only the precedent appro- 
priation of the hymn’s message by 
each individual heart that makes its 
congregational singing worthwhile.” 
Dr. Benson knew that hymns must be 
pondered and absorbed in private be- 
fore great congregational singing will 
be achieved. Much of the meaning of 
a hymn will remain unfathomed if 
we depend on congregational singing 
alone to reveal the message. During 
ordinary singing, the syllables and 
words pass before the consciousness at 
a speed of a second or less per word. 
We simply cannot grasp the relation- 
ship and sequence of ideas at this 
speed. 

Therefore, a Christian should seize 
the many opportunities which are af- 
forded for reading and contemplating 
hymn-texts. The hymnal is a_ rich 
source of devotional literature and 
can be well used as a prayer book to 
accompany the Bible in daily devo- 
tions. Many earnest churchmen spend 
a fruitful few minutes during the 
Sunday morning prelude reading the 
text of the three hymns listed in the 
bulletin. Then when the hymn is an- 
nounced and is being played over, 
they glance over the words to prepare 
themselves for thoughtful attentive 
singing. 

My father, when announcing a 
hymn, occasionally requested his con- 
gregation to read certain stanzas 
aloud. Thus after singing several 
stanzas, the people wouid read a 
stanza or so, then conclude bv singing 
the final stanza. In this way the people 
were made more conscious of the in- 
tent of the words. 

Leaders who are interested in im- 
proving congregational singing should 
constantly encourage laymen to read 
hymns as well as sing hymns. “The 
wellsprings of hymnody are in the 
heart of each individual Christian. 
Those who have leisurely pondered 
the truths of great hymns will find 
William Cowper’s words true: 

“Sometimes a light surprises a 

Christian while he sings; 

It is the Lord, who rises with heal- 

ing in His wings.” 


Next WEEK: A Hymnal in Every 
Home. 
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COUNSEL FOR CHRISTIANS 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for September 20, 1953 
Titus 2:7-8; 3:1-11 


There is an old story of a man who 
testified in prayer meeting, “I know 
I’m mean; sometimes I lie a little, 
and I steal once in a while; but praise 
the Lord, I haven’t lost my religion.” 

The conception of religion reflected 
in this incident is more common than 
many of us realize—that is, the view 
that religion is a matter of belief only 
and not of conduct. Paul’s gospel of 
salvation by faith was so misunder- 
stood in his own lifetime, and some 
have continued to misunderstand it 
in this fashion to the present day. 
Paul’s letter to Titus, written, accord- 
ing to the tradition of the church, 
during his second Roman imprison- 
ment and shortly before his death, 
emphasizes the inseparable connection 
between the two. It is an amplifica- 
tion of Jesus’ teaching, “By their fruits 
ye shall know them.” It agrees with 
James’ declaration that “faith with- 
out works is dead.” 


Conduct and Belief 


' Paul sounds his theme in the open- 
ing verse: “Paul, a servant of God 
and an apostle of Jesus Christ, to 
further the faith of God’s elect and 
their knowledge of the truth which 
accords with godliness...” (1:1). 

In the body of the letter he instructs 
Titus, whom he left in charge of the 
church in Crete (1:5), to keep this 
two-fold purpose in view. He is to 
teach not only the sound doctrine, but 
also the moral conduct which befits 
that conduct. 

“Bid the older men be temperate, 
serious, sensible, sound in faith, in 
love and in steadfastness,” he writes: 

“Bid the older women likewise to be rever- 
ent in behavior, not to be slanderers or slaves 
to drink; they are to teach what is good, and 
so train the young women to love their hus- 
hands and children, to be sensible, chaste, 
domestic, kind and submissive to their hus- 
hands, that the word of God may not be dis- 
credited. Likewise urge the younger men to 
control themselves. Show yourself in all re- 
spects a model of good deeds, and in your 
teaching show integrity, gravity, and sound 
speech that cannot be censured, so that an 
opponent may be put to shame, having 
nothing evil to say of us.” 


There are several points of interest 
here. One is that moral standards 
are usually set by people of mature 
years—the younger imitate their elders. 
Another is that we teach by example, 
as well as by word. ‘Titus is to bid 
men and women, the old and the 
young, to do this and that, but he is 
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also to show himself in all respects a 
model of good deed. A minister today 
certainly cannot teach by word alone. 
If his words are not reinforced by his 
life they will have no effect upon his 
hearers. The same thing is true of 
parents. And that is one of our dif- 
ficulties. Our. children. see back of 
our words to our lives. Woodrow 
Wilson, when president of Princeton, 
once said to a gathering of alumni, 
“You ask us why we do not make more 
out of your sons. I will tell you why; 
it is because they are your sons.” 
Moral standards are generally caught 
by contagion in the home. 

But it is not only minister, parents 
and teachers who teach others by their 
example. All of us are teaching others 
whether we desire to do so or not. 
Older men teach younger men, and 
older women téach younger women 
in every walk of life. Paul realizes 
this and so he urges older women to 
train the younger women to be sen- 
sible, chaste, domestic and kind by 
their example. The question then is 
not shall we teach others, but what 
will we teach them—by our word and 
example. 


Obedience to the Government 


In the second chapter Paul sketches 
the special duties which Titus is to 
teach different classes in the church; 
in chapter three he comes to certain 
duties which are incumbent upon all 
Christians alike, which had special 
relevance for the Cretans at that par- 
ticular time. 

First, in regard to the government. 
“Remind them,” says Paul, “to be 
submissive to rulers and authorities, 
to be obedient, to be ready for any 
honest work.” 

This exhortation to Christians to 
be obedient to their rulers is put even 
more strongly in other passages in the 
New Testament, notably in Romans 
13:1-7 and in | Peter 2:13-17. There 
is no need to stress that duty at the 
present time, some may say, particu- 
larly in America. But is that true? 
We can agree that church people are 
generally law-abiding people. But 
what about those laws we do not like, 
or those laws which we think we can 
disregard with impunity? Speed laws, 
for example. The death toll on our 
highways is terrific, and it is constantly 
mounting. Many of the highway acci- 
dents occur because of excessive speed- 
ing. Is a Christian obligated by his 


religion to drive within the proper 
speed limits? 

Is there any limit to this obedience 
which we owe the state? Yes, of course. 
Peter wrote, “Be subject .. . to every 
human institution, whether it be to 
the emperor as supreme or governors.” 
(1 Peter 2:12-14). But when the San- 
hedrin forbade Peter to preach in the 
name of Jesus, he replied, “We must 
obey God rather than men” (Acts 
5:29). A Christjan is obligated to 
obey the laws of the land, to obey 
laws that he does not approve of, to 
obey the laws. of a government to 
which he is violently opposed (in 
Communist dominated lands, for ex- 
ample) but he cannot obey laws which 
are contrary to his Christian con- 
science, which appear to him to be 
contrary to the will of God. In such 
cases he must disobey, and take the 
consequences of that disobedience, 
whatever it may be. 

But Paul’s exhortation goes beyond 
mere obedience to law. “Remind 
them,” he writes, “to be ready for any 
honest work.” In Moffatt and Wey- 
mouth it is “any good work.” In 
Goodspeed’s translation it reads, ‘to 
be ready for any useful service.” The 
context suggests that Paul has in mind 
any good work started by the govern- 
ment, and would include all munici- 
pal and civic duties. Christians are 
to be good citizens, not only obeying 
the laws, but taking part, as they are 
able, in all enterprises designed to 
benefit the commonwealth. Christians 
do indeed take the lead in such enter- 
prises, and this should be recognized 
as a service for Christ, as well as to 
their fellowmen. 


Courtesy Toward All Men 


Titus is to remind Christians of 
their duties to the state; he is also to 
remind them of their duties toward 
people generally—non-Christians as 
well as Christians. “Remind them,” 
says the apostle, “to speak evil of no 
one, to avoid quarreling, to be gentle 
and to show perfect courtesy toward 
afl men.” 

“Evil speaking has been the bane 
of society from time immemorial,” 
says Richard R. Blews (Arnold’s Com- 
mentary, 1953). “It is the prolific 
source of trouble in the home, in the 
church, and in whatever capacity men 
associate together. . . ..Avoid quarrel- 
ing’ (this is a much better translation 
than the King James—‘be no brawl’). 
It is inconsistent with Christian living. 
It has divided many a home; ‘it has 
blighted many a prosperous church; 
it drives out spiritual life and dries up 
the source of spiritual power.” To “be 
gentle” is an indication of strength, 
not of weakness. Be a gentleman, we 


13 








might render the phrase, in all the 
relation of life. “Show perfect cour- 
tesy toward all men’’—that is the trans- 
lation of the RSV, which brings out 
the force of the Greek original, better 
than the “meekness” of the K]V. 

“Speak evil of no one, avoid quar- 
reling, be gentle, and show perfect 
courtesy toward all men.” “It would 
be difficult to point to a precept which 
is more habitually violated by Chris- 
tians at the present day, and therefore 
more worthy of constantly being 
brought to the front and urged upon 
their consideration”—so Alfred Plum- 
mer wrote in England a number of 
years ago. “There are plenty of 
precepts both of the Old and New 
Testaments,” he added, “which are 
habitually violated by the godless and 
irreligious, by those who, while bear- 
ing the name of Christian, scarcely 
make a pretense of endeavoring to 
live Christian lives. But here we 
have a group of precepts, which 
a large number, not only of those 
who profess to live soberly and 
righteously, but of those who do in- 
deed in other respects live as Chris- 
tians should, consent to forget or 
ignore.” To prove his contention, 
Dr. Plummer called attention to the 
public controversies that were then 
being aired in church. and state, in 
the press and on the public platform. 
Perhaps the temper of controversial- 
ists has improved since that time. 
What do you think? “It is sometimes 
necessary,” Dr. Plummer adds, “‘to 
speak out and call attention to real or 
suspected. evils; although not nearly 
so frequently as we like to think. But 
it is never necessary to throw mud 
and to deal in personal abuse.” Asa 
matter of fact, it is the one way to 
make agreement almost, if, not quite, 
impossible. 


The Goodness of God 


But this is not the motive that Paul 
stresses. “Remind them,” he says, “to 
be courteous toward all men, for we 
ourselves were once foolish, disobedi- 
ent (to, God), led astray, slaves to 
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when the goodness and loving kind- 
ness of God our Savior appeared, he 
saved us, not because of deeds done 
by us in righteousness but in virtue 
of his own mercy, by the washing of 
regeneration and renewal of the Holy 
Spirit... .” 

Paul was writing to a group who 
had come out of a pagan society into 
the church. He did not mean that 
all of them were characterized by all 
of the faults which he enumerates, 
but he does mean that this was the 
general tenor of the pagan society 
from which they had been delivered. 
Writing to us he might suggest that 
this is the character of the society to 
which we might return if the church 
and its influences were removed. He 
would not need to conjure up a hypo- 
thetical society. He could point us to 
various lands today where the Chris- 
tian gospel has been definitely rejected 
by the rulers of society. 

From all this, says Paul, God has 
saved us, not because of our superior 
virtue, not through any good works 
of our own, but because of his own 
mercy and kindness. His love has 
been made known to us through Jesus 
Christ. It is something we could never 
have discovered for ourselves. The 
first step in-our salvation was regen- 
eration, Paul’s term for the new life 
which comes to us through Jesus 
Christ, what Jesus had in mind when 
he said, “Unless one is born of water 
and the Spirit he cannot enter the 
kingdom of God.” But what does 
Paul mean by the washing of regen- 
eration? Quite evidently he is refer- 
ring to baptism which is the symbol 
of regeneration, the mark of entrance 
upon the Christian life. 

The second step in our salvation 
mentioned by Paul is justification, 
This word describes the new relation- 
ship which we have with God after 
regeneration. Our sins are forgiven. 
We are received into his fellowship. 

The third step is coronation. We 
are living now in hope of eternal life. 
The time will come when that hope 
is fully realized. ‘That will be our 
coronation day. 


“Insist on These Things” 


“I desire you to insist on these 
things’—the grace of God in Jesus 
Christ, including regeneration, justifi- 
cation, and coronation—‘‘so that those 
who have believed in God may be 
careful to apply themselves to good 
deeds.” Two points are included here. 
One is that good deeds grow out of 
our belief in God, who is himself the 
supreme good. The Christian virtues 
are the fruit of the Christian gospel. 
There is some good in the worst of 
men, but the greatest good is released 





in the lives of those who accept—or, 
we might say, by those who are mas- 
tered by God’s love in Christ. If then 
we wish to encourage good deeds in 
men, let us, with Titus, insist on these 
things that “when the goodness and 
loving kindness of God our Savior 
appeared he saved us, not because of 
deeds done by us in righteousness, 
but in virtue of his own mercy, by 
the washing of regeneration and re- 
newal in the Holy Spirit, which he 
poured out upon us richly through 
Jesus Christ our Savior, so that we 
might be justified by his grace and 
become heirs in hope of eternal life.” 


The second point of interest is this 
—that good deeds are the test of our 
belief in God who is the Supreme 
Good. If a man believes, he will do 
good works. Then the converse must 
also be true. If a man does not do 
good works he does not really believe. 
“T want you to insist on these things,” 
Goodspeed translates vs. 8, “so that 
those who believe in God.may make 
it their business to do good.” Wey- 
mouth translates, “On these points 
I would have you insist strenously in 
order that those who have their faith 
fixed on God may take care to be 
foremost.in all right actions.” This 
idea would seem to be involved in 
Paul's premise. If good deeds are the 
product of God who is the source of 
good, then those who believe in God 
through Jesus Christ should be in the 
van of all good works, more€ courteous 
in their relations to others, more ethi- 
cally sensitive in their professional 
and business dealings, leading the way 
in the service of their fellowmen. 

Because religion is a practical mat: 
ter for Paul, proving itself in life, he 
urges Titus—and us—to avoid discus- 
sions over questions that have no 
real bearing on life, and to avoid men 
whose ill-tempered insistence on their 
own opinions creates faction in the 
community, even though their opin- 
ion may not he actually heretical. 


Creed and conduct, faith and works 
are inseparably connected in Paul’s 
gospel and in all true Christianity. 
“For the grace of God has appeared 
for the salvation of all men, training 
us to renounce irreligion and worldly 
passions, and to live sober, upright, 
and godly lives in this world, awaiting 
our blessed hope, the appearing of 
the glory of our great God and Savior 
Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us 
to redeem us from all iniquity and 
to purify for himself a people of his 
own who are zealous for good deeds.” 
(Titus 2:11-14). This is the gist. of 
Paul’s message to Titus—and to us. 
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BOOK NOTES 


COME BEFORE WINTER. By 
Carroll Voss, Muhlenburg Press, Phil- 
adelphia. 290 pp., $3.75. 





This is a novel, and in my opinion 
it is a good one—one you can recom- 
mend or give as a gift without mental 
reservations. It tells the story of an 
average family in a typical American 
town. It covers the period from the 
early 1900s to the present. The plot 
centers around the wayward, dishonest 
son of an otherwise Christian house- 
hold. How his persistent delinquency 
affects the lives of his physician father, 
his maiden aunt and his proud, sensi- 
tive sister is shown as the story entolds. 
The blighting effect of his sister’s ha- 
tred for him is the core of the book; 
how she frees herself of its crippling 
power leads to the climax. Mrs. Voss’ 
characters are true, her plot interest- 
ing and her style easy. In a most 
natural manner she has introduced 
into her story discussions of some of 
the most interesting issues of our day. 
For instance: the temptation that 
comes to every writer to debase his 
or her gift by stooping to vulgarity 
in order “‘to sell.” 

DouGLas SUMMERS BROWN 
(Mrs. H. D.) 
Rock Hill, S. C. 


GENERAL PRINCIPLES OF PSY- 
CHOLOGY. By Frederick E. East- 
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burg. Bruce Humphries, Inc. Boston. 
168 pp., $3.00. 

In his preface, the author states 
that the material in this book can be 
used for a course in psychology. One 
suspects, however, that it is entirely 
too brief, and the treatment accorded 
each topic too fragmentary, for such 
use. Those who have never studied 
psychology might profit by a careful 
reading of this volume. 
book, a very simple introduction. ‘Too 
simple, in fact, for any except the 
most elementary purposes. A number 
of question marks are on my review 


It is an a-b-c 


copy, but on the whole | found the 
material good as far as it goes. The 
author, it should be noted, is a strong 
advocate of the Purposive Psychology 
of which the late William McDougall 
was the chief proponent. Even though 
McDougall is often considered by con- 
temporary psychologists a back num- 
ber, this reviewer cut his psychological 
eye-teeth on McDougall and_ still 
thinks McDougall has a lot to offer, 
though it must be modified by later 
studies. 


Harry G. Goovy Koontz 
Louisville, Ky. 
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CHANGES 


James E. Cousar, First church, Florence, 
S. C., has accepted a call to the Independent 
Presbyterian church, Savannah, Ga. 

Walter C. Guin from Mission, Texas, to 
the Pilgrim church, 1406 W. Lullwood, San 
Antonio, Texas. 

Randolph W. Graham, formerly pastor at 
Chester, Va.; expects to join the Air Force 
and is now at 100 Oregon St., Greenville, S. C. 

Howard C. Cobbs, Rockville, Md., has be- 
gun his new work as pastor of the Chester, 
Va., and Centralia churches. 

William V. Gardner, formerly of Atlanta 
First church and more recently in Greenville, 
Miss., will become pastor of the First church, 
Lexington, Ky. 

John B. Spragens from Little Rock, Ark., 
to 4804 Old Brook’ Road, Apt. 1, Richmond, 
Va. 

Donald F. Bobb from Montreat, N. C., to 
5 Rue du Champs de Mars, Bruxells, Bel- 
giurn ° 

Robert T. McFarlane from Alameda, Calif., 


to Central church, 3213 S. E. 
Portland 15, Ore. 
Hugh B. Carter, Jr., from Charlotte, N. C., 
~ Washington St., South Boston, Va. 
ank B. Lewis from Staunton, Va., to 877 
roadway, Milford, Conn., where he will 
ngaged in studies before beginning his 
k on the faculty of Union Seminary in 
zinia. 
- Calvin Leonard from Sidney, Ohio, to 

x 205, University of Miami, Main Campus, 
. ami 46, Fla. ; 

‘C. H. Maury, Yadkinville, N. C., will be 
Bible teacher and chaplain at Lees Junior 
College, Jackson, Ky., and Mrs. Maury will be 
librarian beginning this month. 

John W. Rowe from Charlotte 
House, Va., to Box 261, Keysville, Va. 

W. B. Guerrant from Sherman, 
Hampden-Sydney, Va. 

Elmer T. Boyer, missionary to Korea, is 
now on furlough at 1204 Rennie Ave., Rich- 
mond 27, Va. 

Wilson Duke Richardson, who has been 
pastor of the First Reformed church, St. 
Anne, Ill., will become pastor of the new 
Negro church being organized in Dallas, 
Texas. The church is being sponsored by 
the Presbyterian Extension Committee, a 
Dallas layman’s organization. 

James F. Hardie, former pastor at San 
Saba, Texas, is to be the supply pastor at 
Kerrville, Texas. 
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Publication and Distribution, National Council] 
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